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1934-1935 


“2 


There were one thousand nine hundred and seventy- 
two cases with one hundred and seven deaths during 
1934, and two thousand one hundred and twelve cases 
with one hundred and thirty-three deaths in 1935. 
The increase was not universal throughout the state— 
in fact most of the states experienced a decrease in 
the number of cases. Los Angeles reported only nine 


hundred and five cases in 1935 as against one thousand 


two hundred and one cases in 1934. However, in a 
few counties a sharp increase was noted. 
Those counties reporting a distinct increase are: 


| 1984 1935 
Sacramento. 39 146 


On the whole, the trend in cases and deaths for the 
past ten years has been downward. No doubt two 
factors play a part in this downward trend. Diph- 
theria varies somewhat in cyclic waves and we may be 
on the downward curve; however, immunization has 
played a noticeable part in the decline in the number 
of cases. In those counties reporting increases the 
eases invariably occurred amongst the non-immunized 
eroups. It was evident during 1935 that we had a 
more virulent type with which to deal, in a number of 
specific instances. On the whole, however, the fatality 
rate of this disease has not been appreciably changed 
as there has been little change in the methods of 
treatment during the past few years. 


This bureau has assisted in a number of immuniza- 
tion programs when such assistance has been requested 
by the health authorities of the various localities with 
inadequate public health service. In all instances 
undiluted toxoid was used; two doses of 1 cc. each as 


a rule being given; a modified system of dosage cover- 


ing three doses being used for children over nine years 
of age. In most instances the local health department 


financed the program by charging a fee of 25 cents 


per child, to cover the cost of the materials. Those 
localities assisted were: ace 
Children 


| immunized 
Placer County—May, 1985 1132 
Amador County—May, 208 
Solano County (Vacaville and Benicia)—November, 
742 
Glenn County—February, 1986- 674 
Rural 


Rio Vista—April, 1036. 


In all programs efforts were made.to reach the pre- 
school child. During the biennial period this 
pre-school group accounted for only. 21. 6 per cent of 
cases, but 39. 6 per cent of the deaths. 


you well in this wisdom 
and perfect your relations with your fellow-men 
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POLIOMYELITIS, 1984-1935 


In 1934 we experienced our largest epidemic of 
poliomyelitis, having _— eases with 110 deaths 
reported. 


During the past ten years we have had three exten- 
Slve epidemics: 


Year Cases Deaths 
191 31 


The age distribution of the cases reported | in 1935 
was very interesting : 


Cases 
9.83 
oo to 44 years.__.._.- 145 4.26 
42 1.24 
3399 100.00 
Cases by Months—1934 
38 


This epidemic has some ‘atinaltea features. The 
fatality rate was unusually low—3.2 per cent com- 
pared with 8.3 per cent in 1930, and 17.3 per cent 
in 1927 over previous epidemic years. There is some 
indication that the disease is less virulent, however, 
a large part of this reduction in fatality is due to the 
inclusion of mild abortive cases which previously were 
not diagnosed and reported as cases. The percentage 
of paralytics in this epidemic is for the Same reason 
correspondingly low. 

Another interesting feature was the 
outbreaks experienced in Los Angeles and Orange 
counties. This is unique in the history of poliomye- 
litis. In the Los Angeles Isolation Hospital during 
the epidemic of' 1934 over 136 nurses, attendants, and 
doctors contracted the infection. In 1935 over 45 


fatally. 


deaths. 


came down with the same disease. In : Ones County 


during the epidemic of 1934 over 60 cases developed 


poliomyelitis. No definite explanation of these insti- 
tutional outbreaks has been given although it has been 
suggested that excessive fatigue may have been a 
factor. There was no indication that isolation tech- 


nique as is usually practiced was not adhered to by 
the personnel. 


BOTULISM IN CALIFORNIA 


During 1934 there were six cases with six deaths, 
while in 1935 there were twenty cases with only seven 
deaths. During the first six months of 1936 only one 
case occurred. Home prepared products were in- 


volved, the products being home canned mushrooms, 
home prepared soy bean paste, home canned string 


means, home canned corn and homemade cheese; 
in one instance either home canned corn or salmon. 
In one outbreak an imported commercial canned anti- 
pasto was incriminated ; however, it could not be con- 
firmed bacteriologically. 

A few of the outbreaks deserve particular atten- | 
tion. Three members of a family ate homemade 
cheese, all developing typical symptoms, one ending 
The preparation of the cheese was very sig- 


nificant. It was made in a large ten gallon earthen 


erock. The top of the crock was covered with a 


cloth; a hole dug in the ground and the crock buried 
bottom up, where it remained six to eight months — 
before being dug up and portions of it eaten. The 

portion in contact with the soil was found to contain 


— large quantities of Cl. botulinus, while the bottom of 


the jar was free from contamination—the cheese hav- 


ing a uniform yellow color. 


The largest outbreak involved ten cases with three 
Epidemiologically a salad containing an im- 
ported antipasto seemed to be the most likely food 
product; however, the laboratory recovered Cl. botu- 
linus out of a partially used jar of home canned mush- 
rooms found on the premises. This jar was not 


supposed to have been used by ony of the victims of 


the outbreak. 


Individuals, sometimes getting out of patience with 
our complex modern life, would return to a simple 
order of things. Rousseau advocated going back to 
nature, urging people to lay aside artificiality and 
compose themselves in a kind of primitive state. His 
plan was admired, widely discussed, but not put into 
practice; for society, like time, never moves backward. 
We can no more return to an éarlier condition than 
the old can become young. Réform, as well as devel- 
opment, goes forward. The car of civilization ascends 
or descends, but has no reverse gear. ~ 
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PLAGUE, 1934-1935 


There was only one case of plague in 1934 and none 
in 1935. This one case terminated fatally. During 
the first six months of 1936 there were two cases— 
both patients recovered. 


All three cases deserve special mention. All were 
bubonic. All had positive blood cultures. The 1934 


case was especially interesting—a ten year old boy 
acquired his infection in June while in a district in 
Tulare County in which plague infected ground squir- 
rels had been found earlier in 1934 in large numbers. 
He ran a very stormy course—his temperature going 


as high as 107.6 rectally. After about three weeks — 


during which he was in a critical condition, he began 
to improve only to have a relapse about the fifth week 
with definite signs of meningeal irritation. After 
several more weeks his temperature became normal. 
Convalescence was slow and there were definite signs 
of a chronic encephalitis which flared up and he 
expired over four months after his onset. 


and portions of the brain. This latency of the infec- 
tion is quite unusual. 

Both cases in 1936 were mild and terminated in 
complete recovery. One occurred in Sonoma County 
‘in an area not proven to be plague infected. The 
other case occurred in the southwestern portion of 
Monterey County and was exceedingly mild, being 
acutely ill less than one week. 


AMOEBIASIS, 1934-1935 


During the past three years more cases of amoe- 
biasis have been reported than in previous years. 
It is believed that the increased number of cases does 
not actually represent an increased prevalence of the 
infection in this state but that the increase is due 
to the stimulus provided by the notorious water borne 
outbreak in Chicago in 1933. As a result the atten- 
tion of the profession has been drawn to the presence 
of this disease. More laboratory work being done 
on cases of dysentery no doubt has resulted in a 
larger number of cases being recognized and reported 
as such, which in previous years would have escaped 
diagnosis. 

The incidence reported during the past five years 
is as follows: - 


Cases 
105 
172 


At post 
mortem B. pestis was isolated from the spinal fluid 


1, Whittier i, Lynwood 5, South Gate 7, Signal Hill 1 


Learning stops only when ambition halts::*> 2": 


INFLUENZA, 1934-1935 


1934 and 1935 were what one would call normal years 
for the type of infection passing under the term influ- 
enza. Early in 1936 it was apparent that an epidemic 
of upper respiratory infection or influenza was in 
progress over the entire state. From January to 
June cases were reported with the peak in February 
and March. The cases were rather mild but often 
involved practically entire school populations within 
a few days. Uncomplicated cases lasted 3 to 4 days 
followed by a rather slow convalescence. 

Early in the course of the epidemic Dr. Thomas 
Francis, Jr. of the Rockefeller Foundation came out 
to make a study of the disease and to obtain material 
for laboratory examination. In the investigation he 
was assisted by a representative of this bureau. Nasal 


washings were obtained from typical cases in several 


localities and sent to the Rockefeller Foundation for 


‘study. The results of the survey have not as ‘yet 


been published by Dr. Francis. 


LEPROSY IN CALIFORNIA 
During the period 1920 to 1935, inclusive, 322 cases 
were reported. 175 or 54.4 per cent gave their place 


of birth as Mexico; 42 or 13 per cent the Philippine 


Islands; 27 or 8.4 per cent China; and 27 or 8.4 per 
cent gave their birth place as the United States. Most 
of these had been at some time or other out of the 
United States. 


Leisure, like wealth, comes to him who has skill in 
planning; it is seldom put to good uses if it is ill got. 
It will do the possessor most good who has earned it. 
To have it and not use it makes a miser. To misuse 
it makes a spendthrift. To use it well is the mark 
of a wise man. | 


MORBIDITY 


Gamnnleti Renorts jo Following Diseases for Week Ending 
February 6, 1937 


Chickenpox 


765 cases: Alameda County 5, Alameda 7, Berkeley 17, Oak- 
land 17, San Leandro 2, Butte County 2, Contra Costa County 7, 
Pittsburg 2, Fresno County 8, Fresno. 11, Selma 1, Humboldt 
County 3, Arcata 1, Imperial County 5, El Centro 5, Kern County 
4, King’s County + Lake County 1, Los Angeles County 37; 
Alhambra 6, Claremont 1, Compton 8, Glendale 8, Huntington 
Park 1, La Verne 3, Long Beach 43, Los Angeles 108, Mon- 
rovia 2, Pasadena 3, Pomona 14, Redondo 2, San Fernando : 
San Gabriel 1, San Marino :# Santa Monica 1, South Pasadena 

ay- 
wood 1, Gardena 5, Madera County 4, San Rafael 5, Merced 
County 2, Monterey County 7, Carmel 8, Montery 2, Salinas 4 
Napa 1, ‘Orange County 8, Anaheim 22,: Fullerton Newport 
Beach 2. Santa Ana 18, Riverside County 4,-Corona 14, Hemet 3, 


‘Riverside 5; Sacramento 22, San Bernardino County 3, ‘Ontario 1. 


San Bernardino 8, San Diego County 15, La Mesa 3, National 
City 6, Oceanside 30, San Diego 45, San Francisco 56, San 
J oaquin County 2, Lodi 2, Stockton 4, San Luis Obispo County :. 
Paso Robles 1, San Mateo County 1, Burlingame 1, Daly. City 4, 
Redwood City 1; Santa Barbara County 2; Santa Barbara 14, 
Santa Clara’ County 1%, Palo Alto: 2, San Jose: 17, Sunnyvale 
Santa Cruz County 8, Santa Cruz :. Watsonville 2, Redding -1, 
Stanislaus County 4, Modesto 2, Newman 2, Turlock 1, 

ning. Tulare County 3, Visalia Ventura. County. Yolo 
ounty 2 4, 
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Diphtheria 


35 cases: Alameda County 2, Oakland 3, Imperial County 1, 
Los Angeles County 4, Los Angeles 8, Sacramento 4, San 
Diego 2, San Francisco 1, San Mateo County 1, Daly City 2, 
South San Francisco 1, Santa Barbara County 1, Lompoc 1, 
Santa Barbara 2, San Jose 1, Ventura County 1. 


German Measles 


14 cases: Burbank 1, Glendale 1, Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 4, 
Pasadena 1, Madera 1, Orange County 1, Anaheim 1, Santa 
Ana 1, San Francisco 2. | ; | | 


Influenza 


11.849 cases: Alameda County 7, Alameda 392, Berkeley 196, 
Oakland 45, Piedmont 6, Butte County 2, Chico 258, Gridley 1, 
Calaveras County 6, Colusa County 3, Contra Costa County 26, 
El Cerrito 3, Hercules 8, Martinez 30, Pinole 30, Richmond 3, 
El Dorado County 55, Placerville 1, Fresno County 790, Clovis 1, 
Fresno 499, Parlier 20, Glenn County 37, Orland 167, Willows 
250, Humboldt County 1, Imperial County 1, Kern County 650, 
Bakersfield 8, Taft 15, Kings County 141, Hanford 47, Lemoore 
56, Lake County 1, Los Angeles County 629, Alhambra 56, 
Azusa 2, Beverly Hills 13, Burbank 4, Claremont 3, Compton 138, 
Covina 2, Culver City 5, El Monte 10, El Segundo 20, Glendale 


50, Glendora 3, Hermosa 1, Huntington Park 26, Inglewood 3, 


La Verne 1, Long Beach 241, Los Angeles 951, Manhattan _1, 
Monrovia 13, Montebello 5, Pasadena 69, Pomona 21, Redondo 1, 
San Fernando 46, San Gabriel 18, San Marino 34, Santa Monica 
28, South Pasadena 6, Whittier 54, Torrance 1, Lynwood l, 
Hawthorne 8, South Gate 13, Monterey Park 4, Maywood 19, 
Bell 8, Gardena 5, Madera County 262, Madera 42, Chowchilla 82, 
Merced County 30, Los Banos 253, Monterey County 8, King 
City 1, Monterey 3, Pacific Grove 5, Salinas 2, Napa County 14, 
Calistoga 1, Napa 35, Nevada County 3, Nevada City 58, Orange 
County 147, Anaheim 105, Brea 38, Fullerton 29, Huntington 


Beach 29, Newport Beach 10, Orange 11, Santa Ana 96, Seal 


Beach 2, La Habra 8, Laguna Beach 4, Placentia 26, Tustin 7, 
Placer County 2, Auburn 7, Riverside County 60, Corona 29, 
Riverside 70, Sacramento 688, San Bernardino County 78, Chino 
24, Ontario 57, San Bernardino 34, Upland 19, San Diego 
County 233, Coronado 1, Escondido 61, La Mesa 25, National 
City 25, San Diego 24, San Francisco 513, San Joaquin County 6, 
Lodi 1, Stockton 3, Tracy 5, San Luis Obispo County 88, 
Arroyo Grande 49, Paso Robles 32, San Luis Obispo 78, San 
Mateo County 6, Burlingame 1, Daly City 14, Redwood City 3, 
San Mateo 12, South San Francisco 100, San Carlos 1, Santa 
Barbara County 50, Lompoc 12, Santa Barbara 24. Santa Clara 
County 431, Mountain View 19, San Jose 71, Sunnyvale 15, 
Santa Cruz County 59, Santa Cruz 117, Watsonville 88, Solano 
County 1, Vacaville 138. Vallejo 46, Petaluma 27, Stanislaus 
County 10, Turlock 74, Patterson 24, Sutter County 3, Tehama 
County 93, Corning 99, Red Bluff 52, Tulare County 50, Exeter Zz, 
Ventura County 65, Fillmore 1, Oxnard 14, Santa Paula 9, 
Ventura 6, Ojai 1, Yolo County 64, Yuba County 15. 


Measles 


938 eases: Alameda 2, Berkeley 1, Oakland 3, Contra Costa 
County 1, Humboldt County 1, Lake County 1, Los Angeles 
County 6, Glendale 8, Huntington Park 1, Long Beach 7, Los 
Angeles 23, South Gate 1, Marin County 1, Merced County 5, 
Los Banos 10, Nevada County 1, Fullerton 1, Lincoln 1, River- 
side County 4, Corona 1, Ontario 1, San Bernardino 1, San 
Francisco 1, San Mateo County 1, Santa Maria 1, Palo Alto 1, 


San Jose 2. Tehama County 1, Visalia 2, Ventura 1, Yolo 


County 1, California 1.* 


Mumps 

594 cases: Alameda County 2; Alameda 7, Berkeley 9, Oak- 
land 6, Butte County 2, Gridley 1, Contra Costa County 7, 
Hercules 1. Pittsburg 7, Fresno County 22, Fresno 4, Glenn 
County 1, Orland 2, Willows 28, Imperial County 1, El Centro 13, 
Kern County 14, Bakersfield 3, Hanford 2, Los Angeles Countv 
85, Alhambra 3, Beverly Hills 9, Claremont 1, Compton 1, El 
Segundo 2, Glendale 4, Hermosa 2, Huntington Park 3, Long 
Reach 8. Los Angeles 59, Pasadena 6, Pomona 5, Santa Monica 3, 
South Pasadena 1, Whittier 1, Lynwood 5, Hawthorne 1, South 
Gate 1, Bell 1, Madera County 2, Madera 2, Merced County 2, 
Monterey 2. Napa County 1. Napa 3, Orange County 15, Brea 5, 
Fullerton 2. Orange 4. Santa Ana 42, Lincoln 1, Riverside 
County 22, Hemet 3, Riverside 21, Sacramento 13, San Bernar- 
dino County 3, San Bernardino 11, San Diego County 8, 
Coronado 2. Escondido 7. National City 14, Oceanside 1. San 
Diego 35, San Francisco 45, San Joaquin County 14. Daly Citv 4, 
Santa Clara County 1, Palo Alto 1, San Jose 8, Stanislaus 
County 3, Corning 1, Tulare County 7, Visalia 2, Ventura 
County 2, Ventura 2. : 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


955 cases: Alameda County 1, Berkeley 4, Oakland 5, Pied- 
mont 1, Chico 1, Antioch 1, Fresno County 6, Clovis 1, Fresno 1, 
Westmoreland 1, Kern County 1, Lake County 2, Los Angeles 
County 18, Burbank 1, Covina 1, Glendale 1, Glendora 1, Long 
Beach 3, Los Angeles 90, Pasadena 3, Pomona 1, Santa Monica 2, 
Monterey Park 1, Madera County 4, Merced County 1, Modoc 
County 1, Napa County 2, Anaheim 1, Santa Ana 2, Riverside 
County 1, Corona 8, Riverside 2, Sacramento County 3, Sacra- 
mento 18, National City 1, San Diego 4, San Francisco 23, San 


*Cases charged to ‘“‘California’’ represent natients ill before 
entering the state or those who contracted their illness traveling 
about the state throughout the incubation period of the disease. 
These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 


1, San Jose 2, Stanislaus County-1, Patterson 1, Tulare County 6 


Joaquin County 8, Lodi.1, Manteca 1, Stockton 8, Tracy 1, San 
Luis Obispo County 2,.Daly City 1, South San Francisco 2, 
Santa Barbara County 1, Santa Barbara 3, Santa Clara County 


Santa Paula 2, Ventura 4, Yolo County 1, Yuba County 1. 


Scarlet Fever 


305 cases: Berkeley 1, Oakland 9, Chico 10, Contra Costa 
County 5, Antioch 1, Walnut Creek 2, Fresno County 14, Fresno 
9, Sanger 1, Humboldt County 6, Areata 1, Imperial County 2, 
Kern County 7, Bakersfield 1, Taft 1, Los Angeles County 14, 
Glendale 5, Huntington Park 2, Long Beach 3, Los Angeles 34, 
Pasadena 2, Santa Monica 1, Sierra Madre 1, Monterey Park 1, 
Bell 2, Madera County 1, San Rafael 38, Mariposa County 5, 
Merced County 5, Merced 1, Modoc County 3, Monterey County 
1, Napa County 9, Napa 38, Orange County 2, Anaheim 2, Ful- 
lerton 1, Orange 1, Santa Ana 1, Tustin 2, Placer County 2, 
Colfax 1, Riverside 1, Sacramento County 2, Sacramento 18, 
San Bernardino County 1, Escondido 1, La Mesa 1, San 
Diego 2, San Francisco 22, San Joaquin County 7, Stockton 1, 
Burlingame 2, Redwood City 1,.San Bruno 2, South San Fran- 
cisco 1, Lompoc 1, Santa Barbara 1, Santa Clara County 2, 
Palo Alto 5, San Jose 7, Santa Cruz County 1, Santa Cruz 7, 
Watsonville 2, Siskiyou County 1, Dunsmuir 4, Vallejo 4, Stan- 
islaus County 1, Yuba City 1, Corning 1, Red Bluff 1, Tulare 
County 8, Visalia 8, Ventura County 2, Ventura 2, Yolo 


County 5, Woodland 1. 


Smallpox 
8 cases: Burbank 6, Los Angeles 1, Merced County 1. 


Typhoid Fever 
4 cases: Ross 1, Tulare County 83. 


Whooping Cough 


367 cases: Alameda County 5, Berkeley 1, Butte County 4, 
Fresno County 13, Fresno 9, Willows 1, El Centro 14, Kern 
County 3, Hanford 1, Los Angeles County 25, Alhambra 1, 
Beverly Hills 1, Glendale 3, Long Beach 4, Los Angeles 65, 
Montebello 1, Pasadena 3, Pomona 1, Santa Monica 9, South 
Pasadena 2, Torrance 4, South Gate 1, Napa County 2, Orange 
County 2, Anaheim 6, Fullerton 1, Huntington Beach 1, Orange 
Santa Ana 1, Tustin 1, Riverside County 1, Corona 4, Hemet 
2. Riverside 1, Sacramento 1, San Bernardino County 10, San 
Bernardino 5, San Diego County 4, National City 1, San Diego 9, 
San Francisco 25, San Joaquin County 3, San Luis Obispo 
County 6, Daly City 1, South Francisco 1, Santa Barbara County 
8, Santa Barbara 6, Santa Maria 2, Santa Clara County 1, San 
Jose 2, Santa Cruz 2, Modesto 1, Corning 54, Tulare County 24, 
Visalia 3, Ventura County 2, Ventura 2. | 


Meningitis (Epidemic) 3 
9 cases: Los Anveles County 1, Los Angeles 2, Monrovia 3, 


San Bernardino 1, Corning 1, Yolo County 1. 


Dysentery (Amoebic) 
One case: Petaluma. 
Poliomyelitis 
2 cases: Kern County 1, Pasadena 1. 


Tetanus 


2 cases: Monterey County 1, Orange County 1. 


Trachoma 
4 cases: Sacramento 1, Tulare County 3. 


Paratyphoid Fever 
One ease: Los Angeles. 


Trichinosis 


One case: Santa Clara County. 


Botulism 
2 cases: Glendale. 


| 


Food Poisoning 
4 cases: Santa Ana 1, San Francisco 3. 


Undulant Fever | 
One case: Sutter County. 


Coccidioidal Granuloma 
One case: Bakersfield. 


Septic Sore Throat (Epidemic) 
3 cases: Los Angeles County 1, Redwood City 1, San Bruno 1. 


Rabies (Animal) 


29 cases: Lemoore 1, Los Angeles County 13, Glendale 1, Long 
Beach 2, Los Angeles 9, Hawthorne 1, Fullerton 1, San Ber- 
nardino 1. [ 
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